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PROGRAM NOTE

P E A C E begins with the glow of a quiet, starlit evening, a pair of lightly scored lines mir-
roring each other amid the gentle tolling of bells.

The music gently unfolds, floating between the keys of Eb and Bb Major like some wandering
traveller. A second idea, growing from a repeated 8th-note motive, moves forward with more as-

suredness, but still clings to aspirations of peace and serenity.

ADDITIONAL NOTE

P E A C E was composed for my long-time friend, Cindi Sobering and her Highland
Park Middle School Band in Dallas, Texas. The piece is the result of her challenge to me to com-
pose music that could be performed by her young band by the end of their first semester of study.

'The written ranges of all the instruments are contained within a single octave—most parts
range even less than an octave. Pitches comprise diatonic notes of Bb major plus one chromatic
note, concert Ab. The rhythms are limited to whole-notes, half-notes, quarter-notes, and eighth-
notes, the latter always repeated on a single pitch. There are no dotted notes of any kind, and

articulations are not used with the exception of a few slurs.

My main hope is that P E A C E might serve as a vehicle to teach young players about
legato playing style, lyricism, and beauty of sound.

PERFORMANCE SUGGESTTIONS

Section A (bars 1-19)

The bell-like percussion of chimes, glockenspiel, and triangle very much define the meaning
and expressive world of the piece; they should be clearly audible. Their parts are marked one
dynamic louder than the others; however, if they are still not coming through clearly, you may

need to boost their dynamic to /.
In measures 1 to 13, the sustained alto saxophone notes should be very subtle and quiet, and

should not distract from the moving flute and clarinet lines. To achieve this goal, you may need to

reduce the number of saxophonists playing this passage.
Section B (bars 20-45)

Legato playing style is crucial in this section. The 8th-note groupings in particular should be

played as smoothly as possible. A du tongue is encouraged, and an emphasis on beauty of sound.

'The small tom-tom may need to be slightly muffled with a piece of cloth, especially if its sound
interferes with the /egazo nature of this section. The player is encouraged to experiment with a
variety of lighter sticks or mallets as a means of achieving the appropriate subtlety of sound.

Section A' (bars 46-55)

'The horns and low brass/woodwinds elide into this section by one bar. Encourage them to fade

away to nothing so that their sound slowly evaporates into the new section.
Section B'

The silent 2/4 bar suggests a brief moment of reflection before proceeding to the final two
bars. The players should observe complete silence for those two beats, without any ringing over of

timpani or glockenspiel, and without feet tapping!

Frank Ticheli
Pasadena, California
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